


Contents Page 

Festival Foreword......................................................................
The Inverclyde Music Festival Association.....................
Festival Financial Information for 2024...........................
Festival 2024 Major Awards.................................................
Information for Festival 2025...............................................
Festival 2025 Adjudicators ...................................................
Festival 2025 Schedule...........................................................

 

Monday 20th January.........
Tuesday 21st January.........

 Wednesday 22nd January..
 Thursday 23rd January.......

Friday 24th January............
 Saturday 25th January......
 Monday 27th January.........
 Tuesday 28th January.......

 Wednesday 29th January..
 Thursday 30th January......
Friday 31st January.............
 Saturday 1st February.......

  pages 
1
2
5
7
9
11
15
16
18
20
23
27
30
33
38
41
43
45
47



Welcome to our 98th festival! Thank you to everyone who generously supported our financial
appeal. Running the festival now costs nearly £30,000 annually, and our constitution requires
these funds to be secured beforehand.

We deeply appreciate our current sponsors and patrons but always welcome new supporters. If
you're interested, please contact our treasurer, Jean Paul, at jeaniejack1954@gmail.com    .

The beautiful Municipal Buildings and Beacon Arts Centre are central to our festival, and we
are grateful for their teams’ support. This year, we’re also excited to use Lyle Gateway on Union
Street for our first Saturday Speech Classes.

Our esteemed adjudicators—Ben Costello, Jonathan Rea, and Judey Struth, along with special
contributors Ruairidih Cormack, Jimmy Hill, Calum Huggan, Rana Keane, Gerry Magee, and
Colin McGibbon—bring invaluable expertise. Thanks to the Tontine Hotel for hosting them
comfortably.

We’re thrilled to welcome five outstanding accompanists this year: Esther Ersfeld Mandujano,
Hebba Benyaghla, Christopher Baxter, David Mackie and Matthew McIlree.

This year, we’ve adopted a new marking scheme as recommended by the British and
International Federation of Festivals—details are available on our website.

Sadly, we lost four dedicated members of our festival family: Lorna Morrison, Elspeth
Buchanan, Denise Mills, and life member David Conn. Their contributions over the years will
always be cherished.

Looking ahead to 2025, we’re introducing three new trophies:
Brass Sounds Inverclyde Cup (Class 246 Brass Solo 16+ years)
Elma Paton Award (Class 430 Inventive Storytelling)
Woodwind Grade 5+6 (Name to be announced)

A season ticket for just £20 grants you access to hundreds of classes filled with incredible
performances. We can’t wait to welcome you to Festival 2025—see you there!

                                                                

                                                                            Festival President 
                                                                                                                                                      Isabella Lind 
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President - Isabella Lind              Treasurer - Jean Paul

Digital Development and Social Media Co-ordinator                    Finlay Campbell
Scottish Country Dancing Co-ordinator                                             Helen Cunningham
Certificates Co-ordinator                                                                         Cecile Fleming 
Venue Co-ordinator                                                                                    Mary Goodwin
Secondary School Co-ordinator                                                            Gerard Gordon
Adjudicator Co-ordinator                                                                         Michelle Liddell
Accompanist Co-ordinator, Digital Music Co-ordinator               Elaine McIlree
Child Protection Co-ordinator                                                                Liz Ruddy
Stewarding Co-ordinator + GDPR                                                         Finlay Sim
Stewarding Co-ordinator                                                                         Ann Thomson

Trophy Convener                                                                                         Helen Cunningham
Trophy Convener                                                                                         Isobel Robinson

Final Concert Director + Compere                                                        Lynsey Mitchell
Final Concert Programme                                                                        Isabella Lind
Final Concert Invitations                                                                          Helen McKenzie
Final Concert Stewarding                                                                        Finlay Sim 
Final Concert Stewarding                                                                        Ann Thomson

 Inverclyde Music 
Festival Association

Affiliated to The British and International Federation 
of Festivals for Music, Dance and Speech

 
Fundraising
Jean Paul
Finlay Sim
Isabella Lind
Colin Houston
Susan Houston
Michelle Liddell
Mary Goodwin
Kathleen Maguire

 
Secretarial

Cecile Fleming
Elaine McIlree

Christine Traynor
Bridget Gribben

Kathleen Maguire

 
Policy Updates

Kim Polonis
Kenneth Paton

Fiona Henderson
Julie McKellar
Gerry Maguire

Action Song Adviser                        Liz Ruddy
Piping Advisers                                  Gordon Bruce / David Ross / Ann Crawford
Brass Adviser                                      Mark Good
Country Dancing Advisers             Helen Cunningham / Ann Thomson / Christine Traynor
Gaelic Adviser                                    Alasdair McPhee
Instrumental Adviser                       Anne Armour
Marketing Adviser                            Mark Good
Speech Adviser                                  Lynsey Mitchell
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Life Members 

John Bell 
David Conn 

Christine Currie 
Anne McGregor 

Ian Miller 
David Murray 

Margaret Nelson 
Amelia Reid
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Adjudicators
Jonathan Rea ( Bangor, County Down )

Ben Costello ( London )
Judey Struth ( Dundee )
Jimmie Hill ( Edinburgh )

Calum Huggan ( Glasgow )
Gerry Magee ( Glasgow )

Colin McGibbon ( Glasgow )
Ruairidh Cormack ( Glasgow )

Rana Keane ( Largs )
Kyle Warren ( Edinburgh )

Iain Crawford ( Strathaven )
David Henderson ( Glasgow )

 Accompanists  
Chris Baxter - Glasgow 

David Mackie - Skelmorlie 
Matthew McIlree - Quarrier’s Village 

Hebba Benyagla - Glasgow
Esther Ersfeld-Mandujano - Glasgow

Adjudicators will use the following grading system, devised by the British and International
Federation of Festivals. More details about this new grading system,  including the Speech,

Drama and Dance grading system, can be found on our Festival website and in this year’s
syllabus. 
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Patrons and Donations for Festival 2024

 The Association gratefully acknowledges the valuable support given by all its
patrons – individuals, organisations and businesses alike. We have helped the
local community show and enjoy its musical talents since the early twentieth
century, so if you cannot participate as a committee member or steward (all
unpaid), or even as a regular Festival attender, please come forward with a

single or regular donation so that we can continue helping our young people to
express their talents.

 If you are interested, please contact: Isabel Lind isabellind@icloud.com

Mr JA Bell
Mrs S Bush
Mrs A Campbell
Mrs A Crawford  
Lady Duthie
Ms C Fleming
Mrs J Forbes 
Mr J Gatherer

Mrs B Gribben
Mrs M Kane

Mr R Lee
Mr R Lind
Mrs I Lind

Mrs L Morrison
Miss H MacBryde

      Mrs O McCrorie    

Mrs J McKenzie
Mr & Mrs N & J Neilston

Mrs Shand
Mr A Shearer

Mrs M Sheridan
Mr F Sim

Mrs E Terris
Ms M Watters

Rotary Club Greenock
Local Giving Ltd
The Ripe Bunch

The Anchor Lodge of Research No 1814
Lodge Greenock Kilwinning No X11

EIS Inverclyde
Children in Poverty
Largs United Guild

Inverclyde District Council
Inverclyde Wind Farm Project

5



Festival Income and Expenses

Year to 31st March 2024

Receipts:
Admission Day Tickets
Season Tickets
Concert Tickets
Programme Sales
Entry Fees
Donations
Bank Interest
Members Subscriptions
Inverclyde Council Grant
IWF Grant
Sundry Income
Total Receipts

Payments:
Adjudication Costs
Accompanist Costs
Hire of Town Hall
Advertising
Printing and Stationery
Postages
Insurance
Hall Hire 
Certificates, Tickets and Labels
Computer and Webside Expenses
Audio and Lighting Support
Catering 
Piano Removal
Programme Printing 
Fees and Subscriptions
Trophy and Quaich Costs
Storage Costs
Miscellaneous
Total Payments
Surplus for Year

£

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 ,748
4 25
9 10
4 92

5 ,391
7 ,892

1 92
1 62

3 ,563
1 ,000

2 30
28,005

7,469
1,561
8,250

85  
82  

152  
300  

1,463
742  
719  

1,000
50  

540  
635  
412  
924  
346  

1,286
26,016

1,989
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The Dr. David L Baxter Trophy and the David Dickson Silver Award awarded to the winner
of the Open Class for Vocal Soloists.

MAUREEN TODD

The Duncan Brown Trophy awarded to the competitor with the best aggregate marks in
Bagpipe Classes in the age group 18 years and under.

EUAN LINDSAY

The Cuthbert Forster Memorial Trophy awarded for the best performance by a School
Entrant in designated Classes.

NOTRE DAME HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR GIRLS’ CHOIR

The A. J. Gourlay Trophy awarded for the best performance in a Senior Entry.

THE BELLES OF NOTRE DAME

The A Willis Calder Memorial Trophy awarded for the best performance by any girl or boy
entrant in appropriate vocal solo classes.

LUCY McCRACKEN and SAMUEL SHERIDAN

The Jack Paterson Memorial Shield awarded to the best Junior Solo Instrumental performer
in the age group 7 – 11 years.

AMBER O’NEIL

The Musicians Union (Greenock Branch) Shield awarded to the best Junior Solo
Instrumental performer in the age group 12 – 18 years.

THOMAS WILLIAMS

The Andrew B Cockle Trophy and Medal awarded to the winner of a competition among
outstanding performers, either vocal or instrumental, aged 18 years and under.

CODY MACDONALD

The John Langan Trophy awarded to the most promising young woodwind player with the
highest mark in designated classes.

EMILY BARRON

The J A Sloan Trophy awarded to the overall winner of the Advanced Solo Brass Class.

ASH PATON

The Marie Hagen Trophy awarded for the best performance by entrants in Speech Classes
for Set Poems.

REBECCA GLASS

Major Awards for 2024
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The Mabel Irving Trophy awarded to the best performance by entrants in Speech Classes for
Burns.

ANNIE HENRY

The Robert W T McNab Memorial Trophy awarded to the Junior Country Dance Team who give
the best performance.

ARDGOWAN PRIMARY SCHOOL and ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL

The McCaig Quaich awarded to the competitor with the best aggregate marks in Bagpipe
Classes in the age group 14 years and under.

ROSS AITCHISON

The Alasdair Rankin Trophy awarded for the best performance by entrants in the Percussion
Classes.

EMILY HATHAWAY

The George Parkhill Trophy awarded to the best performance by entrants in Junior Piano Solo
Classes.

CHOL RIAK

The David Cairns, MP Trophy awarded for excellence in Speech.

ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL

The Jean Rennie Trophy awarded to the most promising String player.

THOMAS WILLIAMS

The Overton Trophy awarded to the best Singing Game or Action Song

WHINHILL PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The Highlanders’ Academy Shield awarded to the best entry in Gaelic classes.

TAMZIN WATTEROTT

The Gemma McLean Trophy for an outstanding contribution (Primary).

ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL

The Gerard F. Gordon Trophy for an outstanding contribution (Secondary).

FILIP SIWEK

Scholarship Winner and Winner of the Ronnie Mackay Quaich 

CODY McDONALD and THOMAS WILLIAMS
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Contacts -  Town Hall Direct Line (During Festival)  
07519 118 552 or 07477052714  

Website -  www.inverclyde-music-festival.org.uk

▪ All times given in the programme may be modified slightly, depending
on withdrawals. This year we have grouped together some classes
followed by a single adjudication. We reserve the right to start any class
up to 15 minutes before the scheduled time. 

▪ The Festival is grateful to all the stewards and helpers who assist us
so willingly. If you wish to become involved, please have a word with any
of the stewards or contact Isabella Lind, President,  07477052714.

Notes 
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Greenock Town Hall - Main Hall  and Saloon 

Festival 2025 Venues

Beacon Arts Centre - Theatre and Studio

Lyle Kirk, Greenock

Clyde Square
Greenock
PA15 1LS

Custom House Quay
Greenock
PA15 1HJ

31 Union Street
Greenock
PA16 8DD
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Jonathan studied music at Cambridge, where he sang in the University Chamber Choir and
studied piano with Peter Pettinger. He held choral and instrumental awards and won the Rima
Alamuddin prize for piano performance.

After 10 happy years as Director of Music in Bangor Grammar School, he began a broader career
in conducting, producing, writing, composing, arranging and piano accompanying. He has
conducted many programmes for BBC Songs of Praise and directed the Belfast choir for Children
in Need. For several years he was the Principal Examiner for A-Level Music Performance in
Northern Ireland. He is the choral director for the annual Sing! conference in Nashville, for whom
he has on two occasions directed choirs with 1000 participants. He now provides consultancy to a
number of church-based organisations.

Jonathan is Creative Director and Chief Executive of New Irish Arts, whose choir, orchestra and
youth choir perform at over 20 events per year. They have sold out Belfast’s Waterfront Hall on
numerous occasions, and often have over 250 participants in their larger concerts. Jonathan is
increasingly in demand as a writer and speaker, occasionally contributing to programmes like
Radio 4’s Prayer for the Day and Morning Service.

Ben is a freelance musical director, singing coach, accompanist and adjudicator, working
internationally. He is Artistic Director of the prestigious London concert series Thames Concerts,
a long-standing and busy generalist music adjudicator for the British and International
Federation of Festivals, and Music Chairman of the Adjudicators’ Council. He is also an examiner
and consultant for London College of Music Examinations.

Ben is widely regarded as a specialist in musical theatre. A reflective product of this is his
continuing work at the cutting edge of performing arts training including at Arts Ed, Mountview,
LAMDA, GSA, LSMT, Trinity Laban, Laine Theatre Arts, Drama Studio London, Italia Conti, and the
Royal Academy of Music.

Born in London, Ben read Music at Kingston University and the London College of Music,
subsequently joining the College’s faculty as their first resident MD. He is a Liveryman and Court
Member of the Worshipful Company of Musicians and chairs the Company’s jazz committee.

Outside music he is a keen motorcyclist and wine bore. Ben is delighted to be back adjudicating
in Greenock and wishes all the performers every success.

Ben Costello 

Jonathan Rea

Festival 2025 Adjudicators
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Jimmie comes from Millport and learned country dancing both at primary school there and at
Rothesay Academy. He qualified as an RSCDS country dance teacher 25 years ago. 

While living in England he founded the Brighton Branch of the RSCDS. Back home in Edinburgh,
he taught the Edinburgh University demonstration team, which regularly competed at the
Newcastle Festival. He has taught at the RSCDS Summer and Winter Schools, at day and
weekend schools in the UK and Europe, and has been invited regularly to teach in North America.
In 2019 he taught in New York, Calgary and Seattle. He is the current editor of Scottish Country
Dancer, the RSCDS members’ magazine. He is a qualified RSCDS adjudicator and has judged at
the Aberdeen, Dumfries, Arran, and Glasgow Festivals.

Judey has been involved with Festivals as a performer, teacher and parent for over 50 years. She
is an Associate of Trinity College, London. 

Her passion is poetry - Scots in particular - and as an adjudicator she wants to encourage
teachers, parents and children to support their local Festivals and discover the fun and
tremendous life-skills to be gained through performance, and is happy to adjudicate in person or
online.

Judey Struth

Jimmie Hill

Kyle Warren, Iain Crawford 
and David Henderson

For Festival 2025, we are honoured to welcome Kyle
Warren, Iain Crawford and David Henderson to the
Inverclyde Music Festival, as our adjudication team for
the bagpiping and drumming classes. 
Collectively, whether it’s World Champions, Red Hot Chili
Pipers or accomplished musicians and instructors, their
honours roll is hugely impressive, and we hope our
entrants enjoy this unique experience of performing to
some of the worlds best. 
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From early on in his career Calum showed a real passion for marimba, winning his first BBC Solo
Broadcast at the young age of 18. A finalist in International and National competitions, Calum
was taught and nurtured by international marimbists Jasmin Kolberg and Eric Sammut. Calum’s
passion and commitment to performing has allowed him to perform solo and concerto debuts
within the major concert houses across the United Kingdom, Europe and the United Arab
Emirates.

As a freelance percussionist, Calum works regularly with orchestras such as BBC Scottish
Symphony Orchestra, English National Opera Bayliss, Southbank Sinfonia, Scottish Ensemble,
Scottish Opera, Mannheim National Theatre.

Calum is an active and sought after percussion tutor and workshop leader throughout the UK,
Four Mallet Specialist at Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance, Percussion and
Ensemble coach at Junior Trinity (London) and a part time lecturer at the Royal Conservatoire of
Scotland.

Guitarist Gerry Magee graduated with honours from Strathclyde University's BA in Applied Music
Course in 1998. Since then he has been involved in numerous music projects, be it virtuoso
playing in a heavy metal band, arranging for a nine piece funk band or working with small jazz
ensembles. Gerry's skills are continually in demand as both a performer and session musician.

For the past 17 years Gerry has also taught guitar at high schools throughout West
Dunbartonshire. Many of his students have gone on to become professional musicians
themselves.

Calum Huggan

Gerry Magee
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Colin is a professional drummer and educator from Glasgow. With nearly 30 years of experience,
Colin covers everything from theatre pit work, touring shows including national tours with Susan
Boyle, Jai McDowall and Federation of the Disco Pimp to rock/pop/jazz gigs and studio recording
sessions.

Colin also teaches in local authority primary and secondary schools in Glasgow and
Renfrewshire, giving Drumkit/percussion lessons to around 140 pupils each week. Colin is a Los
Cabos Drumsticks and Cosmic Ears endorsee.

Colin McGibbon

Rana has had a long career in education, from teacher to Head Teacher, to nearly 20 years within
the Education Services of Renfrewshire Council in various advisory roles, including responsibility
for the areas of Art and Design, Drama and Music across the sectors.

Rana’s love of the Expressive Arts may have begun when she started piano lessons at the age of
5! However, it became a more important part of her life when invited to join the Drama Club while
a student, which encouraged her to major in Drama and American Literature.

As a teacher and Head Teacher Rana always tried to promote a love and enthusiasm for the arts
in both her pupils and her colleagues. Throughout her career she has been firmly convinced of the
positive benefits of involvement in the arts for children, supporting them to develop positive self-
esteem, self-discipline, effective organisational skills and become trustworthy members of
teams – AND have lots of fun and enjoyment!

Rana Keane
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A message to the..

children, tutors, teachers, parents, families, supporters,
administrators, accompanists, drivers, technicians,

tuners, adjudicators, helpers, cleaners, photographers,
volunteers, organisers, instructors..... 

Thank you for playing your role in creating something we
should all be proud of. 

Inverclyde at its very best.


